Introduced by Council President at the request of the Mayor:

ORDINANCE 2011-185
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO APPLY FOR A $500 FLORIDA WILDFLOWER GRANT AND TO PARTNER WITH THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, IXIA CHAPTER, WHICH WILL MATCH THE $500, TO RAISE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR A PUBLIC WILDFLOWER PROJECT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the natural beauty of wildflowers in Duval County can be enjoyed by everyone, can attract guests, and can benefit commerce, environmental health and public well-being; and

WHEREAS, many naturally beautiful species of native wildflowers, including Coreopsis, the state wildflower, as depicted on the State Wildflower license tag, are already prominently displayed along Duval County’s state and county roadways; and


WHEREAS, increasing the visibility of native wildflowers in Duval County is consistent with the vision of the Comprehensive Plan and the goals of many individuals, businesses, and community-based organizations; and


WHEREAS, the presence of native wildflowers is essential to the fitness of native pollinator species necessary for productive and profitable farms and forests; and


WHEREAS, in the spring of 1513, Juan Ponce de Leon named the land he had discovered La Florida, Land of Flowers, because of the wealth of native wildflowers; and


WHEREAS, in the year 2013, native wildflowers will be a prominent icon of Florida’s and Duval County’s quincentennial celebration of Spain in Florida; and


WHEREAS, the City desires to apply for a $500 Florida Wildflower Foundation Grant; and 

WHEREAS, the City also desires to partner with the Florida Native Plant Society, Ixia Chapter, which will match the $500, to raise additional funds needed for a public wildflower project; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
  The City is hereby authorized to apply for a $500 Florida Wildflower Grant. The $500 grant will be matched by the Florida Native Plant Society, Ixia Chapter, which will partner with the City to raise additional funds for a public wildflower project.

Section 2. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/  James R. McCain, Jr. 
Office of General Counsel
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